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January 16, 2018 
 
The Honorable Ramon Garcia 
County Judge for Hidalgo County 
P.O. Box 1356 
Edinburg, TX 78539 
 
Dear Judge Garcia: 

First and foremost, I would like to thank you, your office, and the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court 
for your service and efforts to construct a much-needed courthouse in our community. As Hidalgo County 
moves towards the construction of a new county courthouse, there are many questions that seem to be 
swirling around our community. As you know, I am the Texas State Representative for District 40, which 
includes most of the City of Edinburg and the current Hidalgo County Courthouse. Additionally, I am a 
practicing attorney who has spent 3 or 4 days a week in the Hidalgo County Courthouse over the past 10 
years, and many of my constituents work at and/or live near the courthouse. 

There is little doubt that our current courthouse is not adequate for the actual needs of this community, 
yet I believe we need to work together to clarify misconceptions that seem to be circulating around the 
area. I have a series of questions that I have been asked by Hidalgo County residents that I would like 
answered in writing to help my constituents and myself become more comfortable with this project. 

• Is there an economic impact study assessing how much, and how, would a new courthouse built 
on the Hidalgo County Downtown Square benefit the Edinburg economy? Is there an economic 
impact study assessing what would happen to the property tax values of residences and 
businesses located around and near the Hidalgo County Downtown Square? 

 

• If Hidalgo County moves forward with a new courthouse on the Hidalgo County Downtown 
Square, will drainage still be a problem in that area? Is it your understanding that the $20 million 
appropriated by Hidalgo County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to improve mobility 
and drainage for downtown Edinburg is contingent on the construction of the courthouse on the 
Hidalgo County Downtown Square? 

 

• How much money has been generated and is estimated to be generated for the construction, 
renovation, and improvement of court facilities as a result of Senate Bill 1964, which was passed 
by the Texas Legislature in 2015? (SB 1964 allows Hidalgo County to collect civil courts filing fee 



 

and on the cost for official real property recordings, for the construction, renovation, and 
improvement of court facilities.)  

 

• Has the City of Edinburg paid for any of the costs of construction, renovation and improvement of 
the current Hidalgo County Courthouse? What happens if the City of Edinburg is unwilling or 
unable to help pay for a new Hidalgo County Courthouse in that city? Why should the City of 
Edinburg have to pay for any of the construction costs of the new Hidalgo County Courthouse? 

 

• If a new Hidalgo County Courthouse is built on the Hidalgo County Downtown Square, what will 
become of the existing courtrooms and other offices in the current Hidalgo County Courthouse? 

 

• As an area that is experiencing rapid growth, for how long would a new Hidalgo County 
Courthouse meet the current demand for courtrooms and for the expected increase over the next 
20 years? How will Hidalgo County address the future needed court rooms? Will we build a new 
facility at that time? 

 

• Has a list been developed of other similar sized courthouse projects in our region so that the 
public can see if this project compares favorably or unfavorably with normal practices? 

 

• How will parking be addressed in the new courthouse? Are there plans for the construction of a 
multi-level parking garages for employees at the Hidalgo County Courthouse and/or for the 
public which conducts business at the Hidalgo County Courthouse? 

 

• How much would Hidalgo County save if they constructed the courthouse outside the downtown 
corridor? 

 

• How would this new courthouse include technology to ensure that our courts are ready for the 
future? 

 
I appreciate your help with this information and look forward to hearing back from you at your earliest convenience 
so that we move forward together on this important project. 
                                                                           

                                                                           Very truly yours, 

                                                                                              
                                                                                            Representative Terry Canales 

                                                                                     Texas House District 40   
 
Cc: Hidalgo County Commissioners Court 
Hidalgo County Board of Judges 
Edinburg Mayor Richard Molina 
Edinburg EDC President Gilbert Enriquez 

 


